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and either braided into elaborate form upon the head
or else covered with a cap-like, close-fitting and highly
ornamental head-dress.
Why, it may well be asked, did the inhabitants of
these villages and the worshipers at the temple dis-
appear? What drove off or wiped out the teeming
population so completely that no descendants have
been left, that no traditions or records have remained
to tell us who they were or whence they came? What
was the catastrophe that destroyed the race and its
advanced culture? Unlike the majority of similar
questions which confront us when studying the re-
mains of prehistoric American civilizations, and which
are still unexplained mysteries, the answer in this case
is simple. Only by the -theory of a severe, a most ter-
rible series of earthquakes and an accompanying vol-
canic eruption can we account for the condition of the
ruins and remains. Nothing but an earthquake could
have tossed the immense stone columns and images
about. By no other means could these have been
broken and the pieces thrown so far In various direc-
tions. In many cases the largest stone monuments
are snapped squarely off, the bases remaining firmly
fixed and upright, while the upper portions are
thrown to one side and frequently end for end, or
with the middle portion farther from the base than
the top.
In many instances, too, the largest idols are found
turned end for end, with the base of the pedestal up-
permost, while others have been broken and the heads
of the figures are found fully one hundred feet from
the bodies. Still more eloquent of terrific earth move-
ments is the fact that the strata of hard tenacious day